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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
145 S. 6th Street, Waterford, WI 53185

Upcoming Events

Friday Fish Fry
February 10, 6:00 p.m.
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ASH WEDNESDAY
LENT BEGINS
March 1*

Worship each Wednesday
during the six weeks of Lent
at 7:00pm.

Lenten suppers each Wednesday
at 5:30pm.
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Friday Fish Fry
March 10, 6:00 p.m.

Be sure to visit us on the web at
www.stpeterswaterford.com

CHURCH
Telephone: 262-534-3639
Fax: 262-534-2571

F. A. Bischoff, Pastor
pastor@stpeterswaterford.com
Joshua P.H. Conradt, Pastor
pastorconradt@stpeterswaterford.com
Joan Somers, Secretary

joan@stpeterswaterford.com

PRESCHOOL
Telephone: 262-534-6066
Fax: 262-534-2571
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From the Desk 0/
Pastor z?/?ohﬁ

I recall the first funeral I attended, at
least the first I can remember. It was
my grandfather’s funeral, my mother’s
father. It was 1962 and I was seven
years old. The visitation was at a fu-
neral home in Marathon City, in north-
central Wisconsin.

I can’t remember much about the de-
tails — the funeral home or its furnish-
ings. But I remember thinking that my
uncles, aunts, and cousins would be
there, so I assumed it would be fun.
Living in Milwaukee as I did, it wasn’t
often I saw most of them who lived “up
north.” When mom and dad and |
made the trip each summer for the an-
nual reunion, a trip which to me
seemed like a drive of at least a million
miles, we always had a good time. So I
assumed this family gathering wouldn't
be any different.

I was mistaken. Like I said, I don’t
remember much of what happened at
grandpa’s funeral, but I remember the
feeling. No one was laughing. Some
were crying. My cousins were standing
close to their parents, staring at the
floor, silent for the most part.

I don’t think I understood it then, but I
do now. I understand why the mood
and the very air itself was so
heavy and solemn. It was death.
Death was in that room.
Thoughts of death. Grief over
death. Loss caused by death.
Powerful, final, merciless death.

When Jesus approached the tomb of
His friend Lazarus Scripture says, “He
was deeply moved in His spirit and
greatly troubled” (Matt. 11:33). The
actual Greek for these words says it in
an even more powerful way. Jesus’
body literally shook and trembled.

That’s how Jesus reacted to the death
of one man. That’s how Jesus reacted
to death — all death. He understands
the power of death and the devastation
of death. That’s why He took hold of
death and placed it on His shoulders
and endured death Himself, a most hor-
rific death. Why? So that we can see
through death, beyond death, to the
forgiveness that His death brings us
and to the resurrection and eternal life
that His resurrection brings us.

I suspect that the air in funeral homes
will always be heavy and the laughter
will always be absent and the children
will always cling tightly to their par-
ents. But for believers in Jesus that
heaviness will always be lightened by
the knowledge that Jesus has defeated
death and His victory is ours.

Please join us for our Lenten worship
and our Sunday worship. Watch as
Jesus confronts death for us, overcomes
death for us, and shares with us His
resurrection victory.

Pastor Bizohoff

"But with a man who belongs
to an everlasting kingdom all
is well and it is fitting that he
should dance through life
forevermore.”

Martin Luther (1544)

The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod




From Pastor Conradt’s Desk

Small Catechism: Beichte (Confession)

I look to further inform you on something that is no
longer well known in many American Lutheran Church-
es:Private Confession and Absolution.

If you were here on the Third Sunday in Advent you
heard a fraction of what I’'m going to be saying in this
article. But, bad weather kept many from being here and
a refresher is always good.

When the majority of us think about Luther’s Small
Catechism and what is in it, we generally remember the
10 Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer and the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Al-
tar. But, largely we forget that there are six chief parts of
the Catechism; and the fifth is Confession.

Briefly covered are the forms that we well know:
confessing daily to God, when you wrong your neighbor
confessing that to him, and the general confession at the
beginning of the Divine Service.

What you may not realize is that the Divine Service
didn’t always have that Confession and Absolution at-
tached. That general confession came from a falling
away of a practice that is just as Lutheran as the Sacra-
ments of Holy Baptism and the Altar.

Private Confession and Absolution, often referred to
as Holy Absolution, was an important part of the Luther-
an Church for a long time. Too often when we think of
Private Confession we think of the Roman Catholic
practice where you are to list out all the sins that you
commit and then make penance for your sins (say 10
“Hail Mary’s”). The idea is that you do something to
earn your forgiveness.

As we blended with our Protestant surroundings in
the States we lost parts of our Lutheran identity because
our Protestant brothers and sisters viewed us as being
“too Roman Catholic”.

During Symposia at the Seminary in January one of
the presentations talked about the state of American Lu-
theranism at the time that our Missouri Synod ancestors
arrived. The East Coast Lutheran theologians had gone
so far from the Lutheran Confessions that when they

made the trip out West and stumbled across our groups
they were amazed that we believed in the real presence
(Jesus is physically present in the Lord’s Supper), bap-
tismal regeneration (baptism drowns our sins and makes
alive), and even practiced Private Confession and Abso-
lution.

Our Lutheran Confessions claim Holy Absolution as
a Sacrament. And the Lutheran Fathers were clear on
keeping the practice. “Our churches teach that private
Absolution should be retained in the churches” (AC XI).
And again, “Confession in the churches is not abolished
among us. The body of the Lord is not usually given to
those who have not been examined and absolved.” (AC
XXIV 1). And, “We also keep Confession, especially
because of the Absolution. Absolution is God’s Word
which, by divine authority, the Power of the Keys pro-
nounces upon individuals. Therefore, it would be wick-
ed to remove private from the
Church.” (ApXII 2-4).

Absolution

The rite is important. It is not torturous; rather it is a
gift. Making confession and hearing the pastor give you
individually a pronouncement of God’s forgiveness is a
great comfort. You have a God that died for you to take
away your sins and guilt. Let the knowledge of that sink
in. You carry around guilt that is no longer yours to car-
ry.

And your pastors have sworn never to divulge what
is told to us. Your past sins are not ours to share. So I
encourage you to ask questions about it. Look in your
Catechisms where you’ll see that Luther even provides a
form for Private Confession. Call, set up times to come
in and talk. We’re here for you.

In Christ,
Sostin Cornadd

Pastor Conradt




OFFICIAL ACTS

INFANT BAPTISM

Ilvan Howard Baumeister, son of
Brian & Brooke Baumeister

11-10-2016  12-18-2016

Aubrey Jo Porter, daughter of
Joseph & Lauren Porter

11-10-2016  01-08-2017

Lilian Grace Dolezal, daughter of

[C]&E\-’rﬂ Matthew & Katie Dolezal
||ﬁ ﬁﬂ 01-03-1917 01-15-2017

&
ADULT BAPTISM
Aubrey McGaughy

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

By Profession of Faith:
Jessica Rudstrom
Ryan & Cheryl Gilgenbach (Jacob)

By Confirmation:
Michael Dodulik
Aubrey McGaughy

MEMBERS LEAVING
By Transfer:
Deborah Baumgart

DEATH
Darlene Blawat - Storm
06-26-1934 1-13-2017 1-20-2017

o
PLEASE CALL

If you should find yourself hospitalized or confined to
your home for health reasons, please notify the
church office.

The pastors can only minister to your needs if they
are aware of your situation. They are eager and will-
ing to make regular visits with you, but they can do so
only if you let us know.

&
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

The students were given a presentation on
the mission work that Mr. and Mrs. Zirbel
did IN Guatemala last year. They learned
what a missionary was and how they as
Christians can do mission work here at
home.

During the month of February, the Sunday
School students will be having their annual
Penny War. Monies collected from this event
goes to our District’s Pastoral Relief Fund,
which raises money to aid men (like our own
Pastor Conradt) that have substantial finan-
cial debt after attending the semi-
nary. Please help you children save their
pennies. This is a fantastic and fun way for
our kids to get involved in church. The win-
ning class gets cookies and ice cream.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
March 12, 2016




= LENTEN MEALS

The Board of Parish Fellowship is now planning
for our Lenten Meals held before each Lenten
worship service. Volunteer groups, boards, com-
mittees, families, or individuals are encouraged to
call the church office to select their date. (262-
534-3639)

The following dates are available:
February 24th
March 2"
March 9th
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SENIOR FRIENDSHIP GROUP

Looking for Christian Fellowship? Come and join
our Senior Group. We meet every second and
fourth Monday at 11:00 am starting with Bible
Study. Bring your bag lunch as delicious desserts
and coffee are provided. Our main activity now is
cards, but other activities are also planned. So re-
member - all 55+ are welcome. Hope we will have
some new members try us. We really enjoy fellow-
ship.

HANDICAPPED PARKING

On the East side of our building there are sev-
eral parking spaces marked for handicapped parking
only. We remind you that by state law, these spaces
can be used only by individuals displaying a handi-
capped motorist sign in their car window or having the
prefix “dis” on their license plate. Please respect the
rights of our disabled members and guests!

BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY
UPCOMING EVENTS

v Valentine's Day Bake Sale - February 12
Lenten Dinner sponsorship for March 8
Sliced Beef sloppy joes, salads, chips & dip,
and desserts are on the menu.

¢ Easter Pick 'N Save gift cards (2 or 3)

¢ Possible sponsoring of a Blood Drive.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

To the following couples who are celebrating
February Wedding Anniversaries.

Ralph & Nancy Schwanke 2/07
Greg & Monica Glisch 2/10
Donald & Millie Luhmann 2/11
Warren & Sandra Majchrzak 2/15
Robert & Sheri Glisch 2/28
)
S

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

To the following couples who are celebrating March
Wedding Anniversaries.

Steve & Lila Solar 3/03
Frank & Dorothy Meyer 3/06
Matthew & Cynthia Kaul 3/12
Terry & Jean Melvin 3/17
John & Beata Luznicky 3/19
Christopher & Amy West 3/20
Kevin & Patricia King 3/20
Clifford & Darlene Jacobson 3/21
Michael & Kory Chart 3/21
Robert & Cheryl Christensen 3/26
Jeff & Denise Schmittinger 3/28
Seth & Heather Hutchinson 3/30



Ladies Aid &
LWML Celebrating 75 Years
1942 - 2017

Lutheran Women's Quarterly for Winter has arrived. This issue, "Pastors' Wives:
Our Lives," features Bible Studies, devotions, and articles written by gifted women
of God who know full well the joys and challenges of being a pastor's wife, daughter,
or mother.

"A Glimpse into the Parsonage: A mother's & Daughter's memories."

"Seven Secrets Your Pastor's Wife Wishes You Knew"

“The Journey Continues"

“My Future Wore a Collar"

P gy

Your invited to celebrate LWML's 75th Anniversay!
June 22-25, 2017 -- Albuquerque, New Mexico
"Jesus Christ Above All"

Speakers (Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, Ida Mall - past LWML president, Deaconess,
Betty Knapp, Jan Struck as Katie Luther, Song Leader Wendysue Fluegge) plus special
events and tours.

Ladies Aid/LWML - our next meeting is February 2 at 1 p.m. We will be reading to the
pre-school children and do a craft. Everyone is invited.

March 2, 2017 meeting will be a Bible Study by Pastor Bischoff

March 14, 2017 is a Prayer Service at Holy Cross in Racine at 1 p.m.

April 29, 2017 if our Spring Rally at Prince of Peace in Racine
Mission endeavor sponsored by Our Savior - talk about mission
work in Guatemala.

i
+ 1
Y | '
LML Jesus Christ

above all | I d I
Philippians 2:9
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A Higher Things. Youth Retreat

MARTE LUTHER, MALET [T) Winen I ooimee 1D sahvaion Thers's only ong When: Feoruary 18-18, 2047

Savior in ownl Het Jeeus! Mot youl Or anybooly elesl vee, Tate: g,
JESLUE Ony. Sole Chisti e e Lutharsn Reformation's wey of puting Whers:  Trinity Lutheran Church - Sheboygan, Wi
I Vvinen JeeLe: Sione cioee The Bakation verte, The omvenees of Sne and

ctemal I o cartsin and =, Lars cireh it e way Heaven depancs on Cost-

Good Fidey Jeaus sione takding al your =n inceed “becoming @ 2

Comhians 5:21) bacayuns when [pUEN 00Mee 10 Bhove, linar thet =in 'wil RSVP:-

o o you oF on Jesse:, Thanks ba i Giod hat Jee ks slons anevwened for al
WOur gin and 4l iz damnaton. Becaues of Jeaus sions you ams mooncied

o Goo. Thats he Hnd of Soue Crnetus you can e snd e wan. Thate Riev. John Barg

e kind of Sole Chrisue et e Feionmaton was &l aboull Join U in

Sneboypan at Tinty Lumharan Churoh for our Tantn Annual Higner Things (520} a5B-B246

Feraat or s Patrick Sturdvant
Higher Things Retreat Coondinator

Pagtor Bramt Kuhiman iz the Pastor at Trinity Lugheran Chunch in
burdock, Mebraska. Pastor Kuhiman and his wife, Robin, have
thres chikdnan, Allizon, Jake, and Carfis.

Downiload registration forms and register onling at wwaw.higherthings.org/retreats



Dean Buse
Maycee Schneiker
John Hunholz
James Derksen
Taylor Himebauch
Ashley Rutz
Hailey Schwartz

Chesney Bankenbush

Jamie Multhauf
Jenna Keeling
Robert Somers, Jr.
Corbyn Mullikin
Pamela Fesko
Ramona Holden
Nicholas Szeklinski
Allie Fischer
Anthony Kominiak
Hunter Schneiker
Cody Baumgart
Paul Collins
Wendell Zirbel
Kyler Lapotko
Melissa Holden
Kathy Anderson
Thatcher Smith
Charlene Eisenhut
Corra Kramer
Hella Goering
John Luznicky, Jr.
Kevin Jacobson
Dwight Jutrzonka
Eden Conradt
Weston Baumeister
Michael Chart
Reese Crawley
Cameron Casas
Justyce Lapotko
Cora Ciszewski
Alyssa Kaul
Joseph Schauer
Clinton Chalmers
Dorothy Strasser
Hannah Artery
Janice Kafer
Alice Sanchez
Mariah White
Zackary Tymus
Kevin King

Larry Henning

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

The following members are celebrating February Birthdays.

2/01
2/02
2/02
2/02
2/03
2/03
2/04
2/06
2/07
2/08
2/09
2/09
2/09
2/10
2/10
2/13
2/13
2/13
2/14
2/14
2/14
2/14
2/15
2/15
2117
2117
2117
2/18
2/18
2/18
2/18
2/18
219
2/20
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/23
2/23
2/23
2/23
2/23
2/24
2/24
2/24
2/24

Jason Dable 2/24

Janet Christiansen 2/25
Austin Kaul 2/25
Joshua Conradt 2/26
AJ Hayden 2/27
Randi Burdette 2127
Kira Thuecks 2127
Ella Breien 2127
Karen Lauf 2127
Faith Alloy 2/28
Anna Rogahn 2/29
PRAYER SERVICE

Cross and Crown Mission Society of Holy Cross (3350
Lathrop Avenue) would like to invite you to the 2017
LWML Prayer Service entitled “LWML Celebrating 75
Years of Commending Christ from One Generation to
Another” on Tuesday, March 14 at 1 p.m. in their sanc-
tuary. The service will be led by our Zone Counselor,
Rev. Joshua Conradt from St. Peter’s. There will be time
afterward for fellowship and refreshments. We hope
you will be able to attend this worship service and re-
new friendships afterwards.

o

ASH

>

WEDNESDAY

-& Thanks to the Rummage Sale committee
@@-"ﬂ for donating proceeds from the 2016

event ($2,445) to the Board of Trustees.
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5 HAPPY BIRTHDAY

The following members are celebrating March

Birthdays.
Daniel Kramer 3/01
Mia Crawley 3/01
Owen Kin 3/01
Desiree Buchholtz 3/02
Lauren Acker 3/02
Jodel Jacobs 3/03
Steven Jung 3/06
Jayne Badtke 3/06
Glen Kimball 3/07
Warren Majchrzak 3/07
Kyle Pattengale 3/07
Dennis Schultz 3/07
Brinley Hunt 3/07
Cody Juergens 3/08
Raymond Morby 3/08
Gilbert Amborn, Jr. 3/10
Karen Luick 3/10
Ariana Nickel 3/10
Jennifer Rolfson 311
Scott Ten Cate 311
Mikayla Acker 3/11
Christopher Rogahn 3/12
Denise Schmittinger 3/12
Samantha Repischak 3/12
Henry Breien 3/13
Gemma Scott 3/13
Marian Becker 314
Leslie Storm 314
Jeff Schmittinger 3/14
Lila Solar 314
Rebecca Jung 3/14
Randy Burns 3/14
Jacob King 3/14
Natalie Schwartz 3/15

Aaron Scott

Frank Meyer
Samuel Fay
Joshua Fay
Patrick Becker
Tyler Christensen
William Lindbloom
Brittany Smith
Elizabeth Pauff
Glenn Collins
MaryAnn Pirk
Charles Brintnall
Judith Buse

Carrie Buchholtz
Norman Tuscany
Crystal Cowan
Nathan Johnson
Christine Repischak
Jason Charland
Carol Smith
Bertha Neumueller
Lawrence Strueder
Jeff Checker
Kristine Jacobson
Jack Alloy

Ronald Hunt
Taylor Badzinski
Stephanie Conradt
Rhonda Hegemanm
Robert Hassey
Tammy Peterson
Kathryn Zastrow
Harry Knoblauch
Brandon Eisenhut

3/16
3/16
3/16
3/16
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/18
3/18
3/19
3/21
3/22
3/22
3/22
3/22
3/22
3/24
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/26
3/28
3/28
3/28
3/28
3/29
3/29
3/30
3/30
3/30

ENT
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April 1 - Heart to Heart Sisters Event

Praise the Lord, all People!
Saturday, April 1, 2017

Come and fellowship with LWML Sisters of all different ethnic backgrounds.

Trinity Lutheran Freistadt School
10729 W Freistadt Road
Mequon, WI 53097
(Enter from Granville Rd.)

Doors open at 9 a.m. Program starts at 10 a.m. and ends at 1:30 p.m. Lunch will be served.
For more information, call Mai Thao, 414-531-3661 or mnthao1l@gmail.com.
RSVP by March 26. Call Jan at 414-828-5887 or gjladendorf@aol.com.

Ingathering: We are collecting school supplies fro the Karenni families, 4K-12.

Don’t forget your filled mite box!



LYF NEWS —

Mark your Calendars!!

February 17-19: The Higher Thing Retreat (Trinity, She-
boygan). Please sign up on the sheet near the church of-
fice. See info in this newsletter

March 5: Bible study of The Sacrament of Holy Bap-
tism at St. John, Racine 4-6 pm.

March 19: Open Gym here at St. Peters, 4-7 pm.

A PRAYER REQUESTS

If you would like to request a prayer on Sunday
morning for birthdays, anniversaries, etc., please
call the church office. We would be happy to
share with you those special days in prayer.

ﬁ////////////

Dartball Update

For the second year in a row, St. Peter's Dart-
ball Team took first place in the Fox River Val-
ley League with a record of 22 wins and 11 loss-
es. The feam came up a little short in the Fox
River Valley Tournament which was won by a

/ Honey Creek team.

The players on our team were Captain Ron

Baumgart, Don Beguhl, Russ Beguhl, Richard

Gay, Tim Gay, Dennis Hauke, Terry Jacobs,

Frank Meyers, Bob McGill, Ralph Stewart, Shel-
/‘ by Jacobs, and Cody Baumgart.

Tim Gay led the feam with an average of .377,
/A while Dick Gay led the team with 19 runs bat-
ted in.

Many thanks are extended to those who orga-

/‘ nized the tournament and provided the food.
As always, we are looking for new players in
September.

AAAAAAAAAAA A
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EASTER BREAKFAST

We need someone or some group to head up the Easter
Breakfast. If you are the "egg-ceptional " person or team
for the job, "spring" over to the church office and "hop"

into the lead role.

#Help Needed!

FUTURE NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
APRIL/MAY MARCH 27
JUNE/JuLY MAY 22
AUGUST/ SEPTEMBER JuLy 24
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER SEPTEMBER 25
DECEMBER/ JANUARY NOVEMBER 27

SAVE THE DATE!
2017 FALL FAIR TURKEY DINNER
OCTOBER 21, 2017
A
T

“Z MOVING?

If you are moving, please notify the church office of your
change of address and new phone number.

+ + +
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ST. PETER’S CHURCH LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

Feb/Mar zo17

Coming Soon to a Library Near You.....
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LJERTITY

Since the time Lather nailed his Ninety-Five
Theses to the church door in Wittenberg, Lu-

thmnﬂ].au]ug.rhas survived centuries of politi-

religions, and sorietal pressures that chal-
ﬁﬂg&ﬂiﬁfﬂﬂmﬂaﬁﬂnﬂltmhiﬂg.

But the question remains: Do Luﬂmanstuda}r

1 enough to mﬂmﬂd&mﬂﬂlﬁ: undque

beliefs when outside pressures dismiss them as
irrelevant to modern-day Christandty?

Hallmarks of Lutheran Identity, by Alvin
J. Schmddt, sets forth more than twenty im-
portant practices, doctrines, and beliefs that

distingmich Lutherani=m from all other denomi-

nations.

Engaging and insightful for both layperson and
pastor, Hallmarks of Lutheran Identity will
deepen your understanding of Latheran theolo-
gv and its rich historical traditions so you can
confidently answer the question, “What do La-
therans beliewe?"

Touwr IDEAS are peeded!

quests..books, DWDs,
CDs? What wounld TOU
like to see added to our
library?

E-mail vour suggestions
tos

stephs3iooi@email.com
or leave me a note in the
inbox on top of the file
cabinet in the brary.

FEMs

Al-HEIN TO

CHRISTIANITY

This is the story of how one of the world’s
most famons atheists became one of its
most famons Christians,

Story of C. 5. Lewis, by Joel Heck, is
the spiritnal homecoming story of Clive
Staples Lewis, a careful and thooghtfal
scholar who spent fifteen years journeving
the long road from atheism to theism and,
eventually, to Christandty.

“We read to know we are not alone.”

—C.5. Lewis

.
C ch Lib

LIERARY WEESITE:

stpeterschurchlibrary weehly.com

b
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A Call to Prayer

Marriage. Life. Religious liberty. They are all deemed “controversial” in the public square, buzz words for “Don’t talk
about this at the neighborhood party” or, “Stick to discussing the weather and sports...just to be safe.”

And yet each topic matters. Fundamentally, they matter because people matter. And people matter to us as Lutherans
because they matter to Jesus.

We teach about these issues, we communicate and catechize about them, and we work to establish offices because we
desire to bear witness to Christ, even in the public square, even in a culture where people don’t want to hear about
Him.

Remaining faithful

This month, as our nation prepares to swear in a new president, we ask you to join with your fellow LCMS Lutherans in
prayer—for our churches, for our members, for our country, for her elected leaders. That, of course, is your joy and
challenge in this intensely politically charged atmosphere: to remain faithful, to stay the course, to pray!

Our Lord hasn'’t left you alone to be a voice for His gift of marriage or to speak for the value of the lives He creates. He
remains with you. He is not absent. He is still at the helm, the head of the body, still leading, still guiding.

As you pray, know that as Christians we are together bearing witness to Christ in and by all that we do, speaking truth
in the public square, at our own kitchen tables and over our backyard fences, remaining firm in the faith. And we trust
that God—in His perfect time and way—will work all things for His good!

Holy Father, as Your People, we turn to You, our only refuge in every need. You see how confused and concerned our
nation is. Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy!

Show us the path forward that we, our elected leaders and those who have authority over us may be faithful in the
vocations you have given us to do. Cause us to be uncompromising witnesses to Your will and Your ways, both in our
homes and in the public square.

Help us to proclaim in Christ the gift of forgiveness for every sin we have committed, every time we have not spoken
the truth in love, every instance where we have remained silent. Give us a voice to speak for the unborn, the joy to lift
up the gift of marriage, and the willingness to speak on behalf of people of faith who are, even now, persecuted for their
faith in You.

We have no right to ask this, save through the merits and meditation of Him whose blood atones for the sin of the
whole world, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

How can I get involved?

Watch for insight from President Harrison. A special mailing from President Harrison will be headed your way soon, and you won’t
want to miss it.

Keep on top of the issues. Email freetobefaithful @lcms.org to get the latest on the Synod’s Free to Be Faithful work as well as the
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty.

Pray! Print out a copy of the above prayer as a reminder to pray for the president, elected leaders and the nation.

Learn more. Visit lems.org/lcrl to learn about the Synod’s work to establish an office in Washington, D.C.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
All Rights Reserved.




An Alliterative Trinity

We’ve all heard that stewardship is giving to the church
of our time, talents, and treasure. This alliterative trinity
helps us see that giving is not just about money, but
about our whole lives. For God has given us everything
we have and enjoy as we confess in the meaning to the
First Article of the Apostle’s Creed. And what we con-
fess first among those is that God gives us “our body
and soul, our eyes, ears, and all our members, our rea-
son and all our senses.” Only then do we confess that
he gives us material things. Thus the time, talents, and
treasure trinity places before our eyes the fact that we
are to give something of all of these things toward the
mission of the church in thanksgiving for what God has
provided. For everything we have and indeed every-
thing we are comes from God’s fatherly divine good-
ness and mercy.

The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when
we replace one little word with another little word—
when we replace the word and with the word or. It is
always written with the and, but when we read it, we
read it with the or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which
extolled that everything that we have and are is a gift
from God and which is to be pressed into the service of
God in His church, turns into a trinity that we can pick
and choose which of the trinity we use into the service
of God. The giving of our time, talents, and treasure
turns into the giving of our time, talents, or treasure.

Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and
talents instead of our treasures? Or perhaps it is the oth-
er way round: Can we give our treasure and not of our
time and our talents? But these are the wrong questions.
The right question is, can we give of our time and our
talents in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are
called to give of all three. The things that God gives us
are not to be pitted against one another. They are given
to us and we are to press them all into God’s service for
benefit of His church and our neighbors in need.

Thus we give all three. We give

our treasure in the form of a

O O generous, first-fruits, propor-
tion of our income. We give of

our time in generosity for the

benefit of Christ’s holy church.

O We give of our talents in the

same manner. Since God gave

us all these things, we are called to give generously of

all these things in faith toward Him and in fervent love
to our neighbors.

For God has provided all these things to us. Out of
His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He gives us
each time, talents, A ND treasures as a means to bless
those around us. We serve our neighbors with these
things, blessing them with the blessings in which God
has blessed us. We give of our time, talents, and treas-
ures to our families, our society, and to our church,
our local congregations. And we do this because we
know that we are not our own. Rather, we belong to
God. We have been bought with a price—with the ho-
ly precious blood and innocent suffering and death of
our Lord Jesus Christ. He gave everything—His time,
His talents, and His treasure,—to have us as His own
and to live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him
in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessed-
ness. We have these things as gifts and blessings from
God. Let us then press them all into service for the
sake of His love—time, talents, and treasures together.

RECIPE CORNER
RUSTIC APPLE PIE

1 refrigerator pie pastry (for 9 inch pie)

3 cups thinly sliced peeled Granny Smith apples (about 3 large)
1 tablespoon lemon juice

% cup sugar

1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon flour

% teaspoon ground cinnamon

Pinch of freshly ground nutmeg or 1/8 teaspoon commercially
ground nutmeg

1 beaten egg

1 tablespoon water

Powdered sugar

Whipped cream or vanilla ice cream for garnish

Allow pastry to warm at room temperature according to pack-
age directions Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Meanwhile, toss apples with lemon juice. In mixing bowl, com-
bine sugar, flour, cinnamon and nutmeg. Add apples and toss
well to coat.

Place crust in baking sheet lined with parchment paper and
sprinkled lightly with a little flour. Roll pastry to 13 inch circle.
Pile apples in center of circle, leaving a 2-inch border. Fold bor-
der up over apples, forming an edge. Combine egg and water;
brush over top and sides of crust.

Bake in preheated oven 35 to 40 minutes or until crust is golden
and apples are tender. Slip tart on parchment paper onto wire
rack to cool. Sprinkle with powdered sugar and serve with
whipped cream or ice cream. Makes 6 servings.




FACES aFiie REFORMATION

JOHANNES GUTENBERG

Eom: 13957 | Mainz, Germarny
Dded: WEE | Mainz Germary

Gutenberg’s invention helped
spread the ideas of the Reformation
to the masses

COULD JOHANNES GUTENEERG HAVE ENOWH WHEN HE FIRST
COMCEIVED THE IDEA OF MOVEAELE TYPE that it would contribute to
the spread of the Reformation and the Benssesnee and lead 1o the education
of all levels of society? One might question his presence in the “Faces o the
Relormat ion” series But contidering that hie presses printed net only Luthers
oF, Thess but ales the papal indulgences thai sparked Luther's polamic pen it
s fiiting thet he shoadd be incuded

Cutenberg was born about 1305 as the 2on of 8 metalamith and he beoame
acquainted with the printing busines s avery young age His irvention of the
muoveable type press made the mese prodoction of books a mality that weoald
change the world By wro, his new imvention was opemting A with most new
ideas of this scale the mad was not smonth. In 1546, Johann Pust, Gulenborgs
hnaneia]l backer, won aloesuil sgainst him eganding repayment of the funds
Cutenberg’s amployes and son-in-law, Peter Sehofer, testihed againet him
Babore thie lowsuit was fnalied, Guienberg had printed a Latin Bible thai
contaired 49 lines of Seriphure per page Thie *43-line Bible™ iz known as the
Catenberg Eible. The press for the Eble, Gutenberg’s masterpiecs, along with
a serond book containing anby Pealme was lod to Pust in the court case The
Pralier was published after the court case with no mention of Gutenberg; anhy
Pua's and Schofers names appear as the printers

Guenberg never mally bounced back nancally fom logng his pres o Pust He
a4 up another printing pres snd contimeed to privt, bt becaes e did ot pot
hiz name in the books and papers he produced, it is nat koown how much was
produced as he competed with his old press shop In wee, an henorihe title was
bestowed on Gutenberg in moognition forhies imrention This was accompanied
by azalary that supported him untilhie death thes poars lnjer

Gutenberg & often thowght of as 2 contemporary of Luther, b in fae he died 15
yenrs balore Linher was borm Do Pals letter o the Eplestiane e declares that “we
are hiz wordimanship, crested in Christ Jesus for good wors, which God prepaped
beborehand, that we shonld walk in them® (Era o) The shge was et for the
coming battle betwesn Luther and his followe s and the pope and his supportes

The Relarmation has often been called the war of pamphletz Pamphlete, the
quuicloest and most economical form of printing with meoeable type had boan
aroursd for decsdes bl ore Linther started o employ them, bt the wohome of
pamphlets incressed a2 moch as one-thousandbold in the bt fow years after
Last her nailed the gg Thetes to the church door. Printing shops sprang up all owver
Crermany, and marmy came o Withen berg lile mothe to s Hame Even the arizt
Lusess Crnach parinered in a printing busnecs ihees.

Gutenberg’s imrention made books more obiainsble for the bret time in history.
The book that helped codify the German language and that was ueed as a tool in
teaching reading was Luthers German Eible For the hret time, Germans oould
read the Seriphures in theirown langusge at a eost that wes within each for the
COBITGE B

Surely Guitenberg would hase been amazed st the word-altering events that
mgulied from the words planned in advance bor him o da.

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISS0OURI SYNOD
Concordia HistoricalInstitute.orp
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